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COLORADO COLLEGE HOSTS MANDALA TOUR,
WHICH INCLUDES THREE-DAY CREATION OF A MANDALA

Father Gregory Boyle, Robert Thurman to present free lectures

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Sept. 20, 2018 – Colorado College is hosting a series of events in October related to “compassion.” Highlights include a discussion by Father Gregory Boyle, founder of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles, the largest gang intervention, rehabilitation, and re-entry program in the world; a lecture by Robert Thurman, the internationally renowned Buddhist scholar; and a weeklong stop at the Fine Arts Center at Colorado College from the Great Compassion Mandala Tour, which includes a variety of lectures, ceremonies and the creation and then dissolution of a traditional mandala.

Upcoming events include:


Thursday, Oct. 4: Father Gregory Boyle, a Jesuit priest from 1986-92, will lead a discussion on “The Power of Boundless Compassion” at 7 p.m., Thursday, Oct. 4, in Shove Memorial Chapel, 1010 N. Nevada Ave. Free and open to the public.

Boyle served as pastor of Dolores Mission Church, then the poorest Catholic parish in Los Angeles and one with the highest concentration of gang activity in the city. There he witnessed the devastating impact of gang violence on his community during Los Angeles’s so-called “decade of death,” which began in the late 1980s and peaked at 1,000 gang-related killings in 1992.  In the face of law enforcement tactics and criminal justice policies of suppression and mass incarceration as the means to end gang violence, Boyle and parish and community members adopted what was a radical approach at the time: treat gang members as human beings.  

In 1988 they started what would become Homeboy Industries, which employs and trains former gang members in a variety of social enterprises, as well as provides critical services to thousands of men and women who walk through its doors every year seeking a better life.  

Boyle has received the California Peace Prize and was inducted into the California Hall of Fame.  In 2014 the White House named him a Champion of Change, and in 2017 he received the University of Notre Dame’s Laetare Medal, the oldest honor given to American Catholics. He is the author of the 2010 New York Times-bestseller “Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion,” and the 2017 Los Angeles Times-bestseller “Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship.”


Monday, Oct. 8- Friday, Oct. 12: The Great Compassion Mandala Tour
The Great Compassion Mandala Tour is designed by Geshe Tsewang Dorje, director of the Ngari Institute of Buddhist Dialectics in Ladakh, India, to share the Himalayan Buddhist culture and to spread a message of kindness and compassion.

The Ngari Institute was founded in 1979 to preserve Himalayan culture. In 2010, the monks established hostels for children who would otherwise miss educational opportunities, in particular, orphans and extremely poor children from the remote area between Ladakh and Tibet. Currently, 60 students, ages 5-14, live at the institute and attend local schools. The institute provides them with room, board, tuition fees, book and clothing allowances, and access to medical care, as well as a Buddhist and cultural education. Learn more about the institute at www.NgariMandalaTour.org.

Monday, Oct. 8: Robert Thurman, named by Time magazine in 1997 as one of the 25 most influential Americans, will deliver a lecture, “The Buddhist Mandala: The Hidden Heart of Tibetan Culture,” at 6 p.m. at the Celeste Theater, Cornerstone Arts Center, 925 N. Cascade Ave. Free and open to the public.
Thurman is the Je Tsong kha pa Professor of Indo-Tibetan Buddhist Studies at Columbia University and the author and translator of more than a dozen books on Buddhism. At the request of His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Thurman co-founded the Tibet House in New York City, in collaboration with his wife, Nena Thurman, and actor Richard Gere. Tibet House’s mission is to preserve the rich resources of Tibetan culture. Known for his extensive scholarship, close friendship with the Dalai Lama and his daughter, the actress Uma Thurman, Thurman is a world-renowned educator with a broad following. 
Tuesday, Oct. 9 – Thursday, Oct. 11:
Three monks will construct a traditional sand mandala on a platform over a three-day period at the at the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College, 30 W. Dale St. The public may view the creation of the mandala on the East Landing of the Fine Arts Center between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Every morning before beginning their work, the monks will chant and say prayers in the mandala space, and Geshe Tsewang Dorje will be available to explain the work and the meaning of the mandala to visitors. No admission fee is required for this area of the Fine Arts Center.

 Friday, Oct. 12: A closing ceremony will begin at 12 p.m., starting at the East Landing of the Fine Arts Center. The monks will begin the mandala dissolution ceremony by chanting prayers, then will destroy the mandala and carry the sand to Monument Creek, to symbolize both the reality of impermanence and the power of sharing all blessings with others. Attendees will receive packets of the sacred sand. Note that a portion of this event will entail walking from FAC to Monument Creek. Free and open to the public.
About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,100 undergraduate students take one class at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. In 2016, Colorado College announced an alliance with the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center, and the following year the two became the Colorado Springs Fine Arts Center at Colorado College, providing innovative, educational and multidisciplinary arts experiences for the campus and Colorado Springs communities. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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